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ALBANY WAVE ENERGY PROJECT 
75. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Minister for Energy: 
Mr Speaker, with your indulgence, I acknowledge James Rutten, who is in the Speaker’s gallery. James is raising 
funds for kids cancer research, having lost a mate, Declan Kane, in May last year to cancer. He is here supported 
by Bethany Rutten, Tilly Butler, Lynas Butler, and Alison and Shannon—the mums. Thank you also to the 
Minister for Health for his acknowledgement this morning in a brief ministerial statement; it was very much 
appreciated. 
I refer to correspondence from the minister to Hon Alannah MacTiernan about his Albany wave farm project 
election commitment in which he states, and I quote — 

… provision of transmission infrastructure or negotiations of power purchase agreements will only be 
conducted on strictly commercial terms. 

(1) If Synergy’s board reaches the conclusion that wave power is uncommercial, will he instruct Synergy to 
sign a power off-take agreement? 

(2) Knowing that Synergy’s Grasmere wind farm substation is at capacity despite the request for proposal 
saying it is available, who will pay for the wave farm project’s access into transmission infrastructure? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
Finally a good question about the Albany wave power project. That is exactly what I said to the Minister for 
Regional Development. I have written to her and I have said in this place before that I will not ask Synergy to enter 
into any form of uncommercial arrangements for the wave power project. As described in our election commitment 
and as the minister has described, it is the provision of some common-user infrastructure effectively as a pilot 
project. I will not seek to have Synergy or its board enter into an uncommercial public–private arrangement in 
respect of that. It is an interesting pilot project—I am thinking with University of Western Australia involved—
for how we might use the wave resources off Albany to create power. Ultimately, I have an obligation in respect 
of the renewable energy target. I am focused on ensuring that that is delivered in a way that does not have an undue 
impact on Synergy customers—on the south west interconnected system. My letter is exactly as it says. I will not 
instruct the Synergy board to enter into an uncommercial PPA. 
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